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In ancient Hawaii, a pu‘uhonua was a 
city of refuge.  If those who violated the 
kapu could physically run to the pu‘uhonua 
before any pursuers, they were safe. 

Today, homelessness has reached 
crisis levels in Honolulu.  According to the 
most recent survey, Oahu has 4,353 homeless individuals, of which 
1,318 are unsheltered on any given night, and 96 percent of Honolulu 
residents consider homelessness a major or moderate 
issue.  Homelessness is overwhelmingly the top issue of the tourism 
industry on which Hawaii’s economy depends.  Despite recent 
initiatives, complaints have not declined, increasing recent months. 

With the sale of the City’s affordable housing projects, a record 
total of $77 million will become available in new and existing funds to 
address homelessness.  Additional enforcement measures, which are 
needed, will only move the homeless around from neighborhood to 
neighborhood unless they have a place to go.  That’s why the step with 
the greatest immediate impact is establishing a pu‘uhonua for the 
homeless with security, mental health and 
substance abuse treatment, case management, 
and other services to transition the homeless 
into permanent housing.  The funds can also 
support construction of new affordable housing 
and other ongoing programs for the long term. 

Councilmember Chang has co-
introduced Resolution 13-55 for a 
comprehensive action plan to house the 
unsheltered homeless with concrete deadlines 
and benchmarks for the best use of these 
funds. 
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Dolor Sit Amet 

Aloha and thank you for your continued support! 

Councilmember Stanley Chang 
Chair, Committee on Public Works and Sustainability 
Honolulu City Council, District 4 
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Rise, Kahala, Diamond Head, Waikiki, portions of Kaimuki, Kapahulu, Ala Moana 
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Frequently Called Numbers 
Abandoned Vehicle    733-2530 
Building Inspector      768-8259 
Building Permit           768-8220 
Bus Information          848-5555 
Refuse Collection       832-7840 
Complaint (Re: City)  768-4381 
Street Light Repair     768-5300 
Pothole Hotline          768-7777 

Honolulu Hale, 530 S. King Street, Room 202, Honolulu, HI 96813 
Phone: (808) 768-5004      Fax: (808) 768-1169      Email: ccldistrict4@honolulu.gov 

 

Pu‘uhonua: A Game Changer for Homelessness 
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The Kalanianaole Athletic Club held their opening day 
ceremony for its baseball league at the Aina Haina 

Park, where Councilmember Chang was kindly invited 
to throw out the first pitch.   

Councilmember Chang visited the Punahou Carnival to 
complete his tasting of the trio of famous malasadas in 
Honolulu.  Volunteers from the classes 1970 and 2015 

showed him the process that goes into making the 
malasadas every year. 

In the Community 

Sustainable Coastlines Hawaii organized a cleanup at 
Kuhio Beach in Waikiki targeting cigarette butts.  

Councilmember Chang joined over 100 St. Louis High 
School students in collecting over 10,000 cigarette 

butts. 

Councilmembers Chang and Kobayashi co-sponsored 
an Honorary Certificate for veterans of 442nd 

Regimental Combat Team on the occasion of its 70th 
anniversary.  This Japanese-American volunteer unit 
rescued the famous Lost Battalion in northeastern 

France and liberated the Dachau concentration camp. 
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Constituent Concerns Tracker 

1 Homeless Sleeping at Kapiolani Park 
The Honolulu Police Department has been notified of homeless individuals sleeping in and 
around Kapiolani Park.  On March 17 and 18, the first two nights of their most recent sweep, 
HPD issued 37 citations for Parked Vehicle Habitation and another six for Park Closure 
violations. 

Community Announcements 

Park Bathrooms 
The Department of Parks and Recreation has attended to various complaints regarding park 
bathrooms at Kahala Baseball Field, Ala Wai Park, and Maunalua Bay Beach Park.  As of 
March 4th, all of the fixtures have been cleaned, and the lights and toilets have been 
repaired.  The bathrooms at Maunalua Bay Beach Park are awaiting connection to sewer 
lines, and construction is expected to begin in May 2013. 

2 

Park Signage 
HPD reports that park closure signs have recently been put up at Makalei and Leahi mini 
parks.  These signs state the hours during which the parks are closed allowing HPD to issue 
citations for park closure violations. 
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• BILL 72 (2012), CD1 
Bill 72 (2012), CD1, introduced by Councilmember Chang, prohibits smoking at Kapiolani Park, 
Kuhio Beach Park, Ala Moana Beach Park, Duke Paoa Kahanamoku Beach Park, and Sandy 
Beach Park.  Bill 72 will reduce cigarette butt litter and improve air quality at our beaches, as 
successful bans have done at Hanauma Bay, Hawaii Island, California, Japan, and Korea. 
Status: CD1 adopted by full Council on March 20, 2013, currently being considered by 
the Mayor 
Read the Bill: http://www4.honolulu.gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-
135335/BILL072(12),%20CD1.pdf 
 

• BILL 7 (2013), CD1, FD1 
Bill 7 (2013), CD1, FD1 prohibits placing, constructing, and maintaining objects on sidewalks 
and permits the City to immediately remove these sidewalk nuisances, rather than waiting the 
24 hours required by current law.  Bill 7 also limits the City’s liability for loss or damage.  Bill 7 
ensures that public sidewalks are accessible to all residents and visitors of Honolulu. 
Status: Passed second reading before full Council on March 20, 2013 and Public Safety 
& Economic Development Committee on March 25, 2013 
Read the Bill: http://www4.honolulu.gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-
134726/BILL007(13).pdf 
 

• RESOLUTION 13-27 
Resolution 13-27, introduced by Councilmember Chang, requests the City Auditor to audit the 
Department of Customer Service’s Motor Vehicle, Licensing and Permits Program.  This 
Resolution was introduced in response to numerous complaints from the public regarding long 
lines and wait times at DMV locations.  This audit would investigate the increased congestion 
at DMV locations due to the City’s new responsibility to process state ID applications, 
determine the efficiency of staff, provide statistics on daily and monthly transactions, 
recommended ways to streamline processes, and specifically address methods to reduce the 
number of required redundant visits for military service members. 
Status: Adopted by full Council on March 20, 2013 
Read the Bill: http://www4.honolulu.gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-
134334/7lt1885f.pdf 
 

• RESOLUTION 13-55 
Resolution 13-55, co-introduced by Councilmember Chang, 
requests that the City Department of Community Services develop 
a plan to address homelessness recommending actions that 
should be taken to relocate and house the homeless, partnerships 
that should be leveraged to provide rehabilitation to the homeless, 
and deadlines and benchmarks to ensure a timely delivery of the solution. 
Status: Passed Public Safety & Economic Development and Intergovernmental Affairs & 
Human Services Committees on March 25, 2013, to be heard by full Council on April 17, 
2013 
Read the Bill: http://www4.honolulu.gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-
135190/7n1xf2d4.pdf 

Legislative Tracker 


